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1
RAPOXY flooring system
The RAPOXY flooring system is a completely clear coating for floors papered with Rasch wallpapers. The innovative product RAPOXY unifies the variety of decorative possibilities allowed by wallpapers with the high resistance of epoxy resins developed specially for flooring. It can only be used for interiors and is extremely resistant to daily wear and tear.

Flooring in hotels, hallways, lobbies, shops, offices etc. can be made into a real feature using RAPOXY. In particular, standard floor coatings such as carpets, tiles or parquet can be superbly combined with the variety of patterns in Rasch wallpapers. The combination of wall, floor and Rasch's diverse wallpaper range produce fantastic creative possibilities which have never before been possible.
RAPOXY is not only an innovation, but also a flooring system specially developed by Rasch, primarily consisting of Rasch wallpapers and a specially-developed epoxy resin.
The name RAPOXY comes from the words Rasch & Epoxy resin.

The Rasch flooring system has been tested and inspected in cooperation with experts from the Institut für Bau- und Fußbodentechnik GmbH (ISH) (Institute for construction and flooring technology) in Koblenz.
System design

· Rasch wallpaper

· RAPOXY primer

· RAPOXY glossy

Rasch wallpaper in the RAPOXY system

The Rasch wallpaper range comprises several thousand items which have been tested for their RAPOXY suitability. We are therefore able to guarantee the suitability of all our wallpapers for the RAPOXY system, except for semi-finished goods.
RAPOXY primer

The RAPOXY primer is a clear, PU intermediate coating, thinned with water, for the RAPOXY flooring system. The material has exceptionally low yellowing properties due to the use of yellowing-free binding agents, and is easy to use with a sufficient working life. The PU lacquer ensures the necessary wetting of RAPOXY glossy on all types of Rasch wallpapers
.

RAPOXY glossy

RAPOXY glossy consists of a medium-viscosity, light epoxy resin and a high-quality polyamine hardener.

After careful mixing, the resin hardens into a colourless, hard-wearing and resistant plastic with a high-gloss surface. The final product has a very slight colour and, if carefully laid, results in an even and pleasing appearance. Yellowing can therefore only become noticeable on highly-foamed and light-coloured papers or occur due to excessively high floor temperatures.
PRODUCT CHARACTERISTICS
	LEVEL OF USE 31


	

	VISUAL APPEARANCE

	Clear as glass and high-gloss
	

	Absolute creative freedom

For patterns and in combination
	

	Joint-free
	

	DURABILITY

	UV-resistant
	

	Resistant against stains and chemicals
	

	Resistant to high-heels and pressure and impact resistant
	

	Abrasion and scratch-resistant
	

	HEALTH

	Food safe / non-toxic

(sweat and saliva resistant)
	

	Emission-free

(free from aromatic compounds, solvent-free)
	

	Hygienic

(free of germs and bacteria, non-porous and impervious, resistant to urine)
	

	APPLICATION POSSIBILITIES

	Suitable for moist and wet rooms
	

	Suitable for chair castors
	

	OTHER

	Suitable for all current cleaning agents
	

	Easy-to-change decoration
	

	Can be repaired or renovated
	

	Layer thickness 2mm
	

	Easy removal
	


Possible top seal coats

For heavy-duty flooring, we recommend either one further sealing coat with the RAPOXY matt finish or a coating of the high-performance emulsion polish "Verodur" from Johannes Kiehl KG, D-85235 Odelzhausen, Germany (or available from Rasch).

RAPOXY matt finish is a colourless, 2-component polyurethane used as a final matt seal for RAPOXY glossy. The sealing agent produces an even and matt surface. "Mirror effects" from the shiny RAPOXY glossy coating are reduced due to light dispersion on the matt surface, meaning that the RAPOXY matt finish is predominantly suitable for more visually demanding areas or high-traffic areas.

The high-performance emulsion polish "Verodur" is an extremely abrasion-resistant, high-gloss plastic emulsion for protection of the glossy flooring structure in areas subjected to frequent use. The high filling capacity means that even old RAPOXY surfaces can be returned to their original condition with a few coatings.

2
Surfaces
Applicable standards and references

· ATV DIN 18365 (ATV = General Technical Terms of Contract) "Floor coating work"
· BEB bulletin (BEB = German Association for Flooring and Floor Coverings) "Assessing and preparing surfaces, laying flexible and textile floor coatings, … , heated and non-heated flooring constructions".
· Central Association for Sanitation, Heating and Air Conditioning "Interface coordination on heated flooring constructions".
· DIN 18 202 " Tolerances in building construction".
· BFS bulletin No. 7 (BFS = German Federal Committee for Paint and Protection of Physical Assets) "Inspection guidelines for wall coverings before application"
· BFS bulletin No. 16 (BFS = German Federal Committee for Paint and Protection of Physical Assets) "Technical guidelines for wallpapering and pasting work".
The respective manufacturer's guidelines on priming, levelling compounds, intermediate layers, adhesives as well as other application materials and accessories apply in addition to these instructions.
Which surfaces are suitable for RAPOXY?

Surfaces which have been produced professionally and are permanently dry, even, clean, stable, crack-free, tension and pressure-resistant as well as free from substances which can cause separations or which are characteristic or non-characteristic, in accordance with ATV DIN 18 365 Bodenbelagsarbeiten (Floor coating work) and the BEB technical bulletin "Beurteilen und Vorbereiten von Untergründen …“ ("Assessing and preparing surfaces …") are considered suitable. If these prerequisites are fulfilled, the RAPOXY flooring system can be laid on all types of screeds (including hot water heating screeds), on stone, ceramic and marble floors as well as on dry screeds, such as for example plaster pre-fabricated screeds, wood and chipboard floors.
Existing PVC coatings, linoleum, flex tiles and similar coatings are not suitable as surfaces for the RAPOXY flooring system, and must be removed.
Application is not permitted directly onto concrete floors or onto surfaces which contact earth without sufficient sealing and thermal insulation due to the expected release of moisture.

The permitted maximum surface temperature for heating screeds is 26°C.

There are not yet any empirical values available for laying onto electrical floor heating.
Inspecting the surface

The surface must be inspected according to ATV DIN 18365 „Bodenbelagsarbeiten“ ("Floor coating work"). The BEB technical bulletin "Beurteilen und Vorbereiten von Untergründen, Verlegen von elastischen und textilen Belägen“ ("Assessing and preparing surfaces, laying flexible and textile floor coatings"), must also be observed.

As for all flooring systems, the following applies to the RAPOXY flooring system:

The more carefully the surface is prepared, the better and more durable the laying result will be.
· Dryness/moisture test

On mineral surfaces, the residual moisture of the subsurface is determined using a CM device. Electrical measurement devices are not sufficiently precise, but they do give orientation values, for example for the selection of the measuring points.

The information in the Instandsetzungs-Richtlinie (Corrective Maintenance Directive) 2001-10 apply for the residual moisture when coating concrete surfaces directly, dependent on the concrete quality. The residual moisture must be max. 4 % by weight for concrete qualities of up to C30/37 (B 35) and max. 3 % by weight for a concrete quality of C35/45 (B 45).

The following empirical values apply for the residual moisture of different screeds at normal screed thickness – i.e. not significantly over the minimum demands set by DIN 18560:

	Proper maximum permitted moisture for the coating

	Type of screed


	Permitted residual moisture in CM-%

	
	Standard
	Heating screed

	Cement screed
	≤ 2.0
	≤ 1.8

	Calcium-sulphate screed

Calcium-sulphate flowing screed
	≤ 0.5
	≤ 0.3


On all other screeds as well as on quick-drying screeds or screeds with additives, obtain written confirmation of the limit values for the coating from the manufacturers. The measurement methods and values provided by the manufacturers of fillers also apply.

For wooden floor constructions, the maximum value is the respective wood-type equilibrium moisture content determined for a room temperature of 20°C and a relative air humidity of 55%.

For heating screeds, the specifications in accordance with the technical bulletin "Schnittstellenkoordination bei beheizten Fußbodenkonstruktionen“ ("Interface coordination on heated flooring constructions") apply. Heating must be completed and documented using the respective reports. In addition, CM measurements must be made at the measuring points marked by the person installing the screed. If such measuring points have not been marked, this must be reported in writing.
· Stability - strength - cracks 
The test of the surface strength is always done with a stake test and a steel brush treatment. For calcium sulphate screeds, a drop hammer test is also necessary.

Soft surface zones and/or hard areas are a defect which must be removed using suitable measures (e.g. sanding, wire brushing, peening, milling). Cracks must be closed permanently (generally with casting resin and clamps).

· Evenness

The subsurface must be even and must at least meet the evenness tolerances given in DIN 18 202 "Toleranzen im Hochbau" ("Tolerances in building construction"), Table 3, line 4 (e.g. a maximum of 3 mm deviation in 1 m).

The principle of "less is more" applies.

Surfaces which deviate from the permitted tolerances must be compensated using suitable compensating or levelling compounds. In the process, trowel marks must be avoided and, if necessary, re-worked.
· Cleanliness

The surface must be free of contamination of any kind. All substances which have a negative effect on the approved adhesive adhesion (e.g. oil, grease, wax, paint residues, cleaning agent) must be removed or neutralised using suitable measures (e.g. sanding, wire brushing, peening, paint stripping).
Guideline in accordance with the BEB technical bulletin: surfaces must always at least be sanded down.

In order to meet the prerequisites for an optimum surface after sanding work, the sanding dust must be completely removed.

This can be removed using a cleaning agent such as a mixture of ethanol and water in a ratio of 1:1 so that no dents result on the new RAPOXY coating.

Other important surface prerequisites

· A coating is required for surfaces made of wooden materials in order to prevent the wood substances bleeding through.

· On cement and calcium sulphate screeds and calcium sulphate flowing screeds, as well as magnesia screeds, wood and plaster constructions, the surface must be primed using a suitable system in order to prepare it for subsequent suction characteristics and adhesion, or should be coated with a precoat primer (primer coat).

· After this, the floor can be smoothed across its whole surface. If ridges of filler or slight unevenness arise, these must be levelled out by sanding them down.

· After smoothing, a white, pigmented wallpaper size is applied evenly onto the primer. The surface is finely grained once the wallpaper size has dried, and provides optimum adhesion between the surface and the wallpaper.
Guideline on joints: Building construction and expansion joints in the surface must always be matched 1:1.
3
Design of the RAPOXY flooring system

· Rasch wallpaper

· RAPOXY primer

· RAPOXY glossy

The following illustration shows the flooring composition and the hardening phases of the individual system products. 
The following Guidelines for wallpapering, sealing and coating as well as the Guidelines on cleaning and care are essential for a successful result and for maintaining the optimum service life and value of the flooring. For this reason we ask you to observe them accordingly.
Storage – climatisation / acclimatisation

The components of the RAPOXY flooring system must always be stored under dry conditions.

For acclimatisation at the location, the individual components must be stored in the room in which they are to be laid (if possible under the conditions in which they will be used). The material must acclimatise (generally for 48 hours) until it has reached the specified usage temperature. The RAPOXY components should be placed in the middle of the room in their original packaging and must not be covered during this time.

3.1
Papering

Checks before application

Technical bulletin No. 7 by the BFS describes the following inspection measures before application:

· Inspection of the delivery: does the delivery correspond to the goods ordered, and has the ordered amount been delivered?
· Before removing the transparent film packaging, the lot number must be checked. All rolls intended for the same room or floor should come from the same fabrication.

· When checking for colour matching, both the outer sides on an approximately 1m large sample piece are folded into the centre with the pattern facing upwards. Unmatched sides and colour tolerances can usually be recognised in this way.

· Unroll three rolls next to each about 1.50 m and check for colour differences.

· When cutting the lengths to size and during papering, ensure that the floor covering and printing are error-free.

· Keep remainder pieces and packing slips.

The correct paste

We recommend "Metylan NP Power Granulat plus" or "Metylan Special" with a supplement of approx. 20 - 30 % dispersion adhesive, e.g. "Metylan/Ovalit T" (mixing ratio in accordance with manufacturer's information) for pasting the Rasch wallpapers onto the professionally primed cement flooring filler (all items available from Rasch).
Note: The dry stripping of non-woven wallcoverings is limited for the paste types listed above.

Cutting to size
After all of the above inspections have been carried out, work can start. The correct length is the depth of the room plus 5-10 cm. With free-matching patterns, all lengths can be cut from the roll one after the other. If applied straight, all lengths are identical and the patterns are laid over each other when cutting to size. With offset patterns, care must be taken when cutting to ensure that patterns match. It is important that the wallpapers are only rolled out in one direction.
Pasting

The following always applies: The paste must be thoroughly mixed and must stand for long enough.
Paste the wallpaper lengths evenly, then fold together and roll them up. Please observe the manufacturer's instructions on sufficient and even soaking times for all lengths. This is important if the wallpaper is to sit correctly on the flooring.
Guidelines on paste and soaking times

If the paste is diluted too much, it loses 50 % or more of its adhesive qualities. The result is poor adhesion to the surface: the wallpaper does not stick to the surface properly, the seam areas curl up or pull apart, and blisters may form (sometimes even weeks afterwards). Please keep to the soaking times given for the wallpaper. Please ensure that all lengths have the same softening time (approx. 10 minutes).

Tip: At extremely high room temperatures (summer), the wallpaper lengths can be placed in a plastic bag to avoid premature drying out.

Papering

Papering must be carried out using the latest techniques and takes place on flooring according to the same principles as on wall and ceiling surfaces. When papering floors, always work towards the door.

The first length must be laid down straight on the floor. We recommend that you use a guide string as an aid. The subsequent lengths are butted together without overlapping. The paper is pressed down using a soft wallpapering brush or a foam rubber roller working from the centre to the sides in order to remove any bubbles. If necessary, the seam area should be pre-pasted.
Dab away any escaping paste immediately (never rub or wipe) using a damp sponge or cloth, and then pat dry using a dry cloth. If the paste stains are removed after a longer period of time, discolouration of the wallpaper surface may occur. Furthermore, paste residues which are not removed can leave shiny marks on the surface, visible when seen from the side.
Please avoid strong heating and draughts during drying, as the seams may open up.

Wallpapers are butted at the seam area.

We recommend a conical or rubberised seam roller for rolling down the seam.

However, seam rollers must not be used for embossed paper wallpapers, as this would flatten the embossed pattern. In this case, press down the seam area carefully using a soft cloth.

· Non-woven wallcoverings

With non-woven wallcoverings, sufficient paste is applied directly to the floor.

Then, the dry length, which has already been cut to size, is rolled up with the pattern on the inside and laid onto the pasted floor with the non-woven backing towards the surface (non-woven wallcoverings do not expand or shrink).

Non-woven wallcoverings can also be processed using a pasting machine. Only one wallpaper length should be put through at a time and then used immediately.
· Relief and vinyl wallpapers

For vinyl wallpapers, keeping to the softening time is also absolutely vital. Vinyl products should always be rolled up after pasting to stop the edge areas drying up. Make sure in particular that the surface is sufficiently absorbent, as the wallpaper almost exclusively dries downwards into the subsurface.
· Paper wallpapers

With paper wallpapers, keeping to the softening time is extremely important. If this time is not reached, shrinkage, blisters and folds are inevitable. On embossed paper products, it is important that the paste is also absorbed into the lower-lying embossed parts. If this is not the case, different drying tensions are the result.
Important guideline for subsequent stages: Ensure that the wallpaper has completely dried before starting the coating procedure (generally max. 2 days).
Before the wallpaper is coated, it must be cleaned across its entire surface using a tack cloth.

Please note that, particularly in the next phases of the flooring procedure, work must be carried out with a high standard of cleanliness. From now on, the room must be kept in a sterile condition, as even minor dust inclusions can lead to contamination in the RAPOXY surface which cannot be removed without a large amount of effort during and after the hardening process. It must be ensured before the following working steps begin that no substances can crumble off, for example from the walls, ceiling, windows or doors.
Furthermore, ensure good ventilation in the working area.

3.2 RAPOXY primer

Application conditions

The room and the floor temperature must be 20°C during application and drying. The coating work may only be carried out in well-ventilated rooms. If the ventilation is insufficient, suitable (respiration) protection equipment should be worn.
You can find further information in the safety data sheets at www.rapoxy.de under the heading DOWNLOAD.

Application

The sealing agent should be stirred before use and two coats can then be applied evenly and in undiluted form to the wallpaper at 90 degrees to each other using a velour painting roller (velour pile 4mm) or a short-pile micro-fibre roll.

You will require an application of approximately 100-150 ml/m² per coating. The first coat must dry for 12 hours before applying the second coat. After 24 hours, the intermediate coating is completely finished, hardened and ready for the next coat application, the RAPOXY coating.
3.3
RAPOXY glossy

Take particular care of hands, wrists, eyes and face when handling liquid RAPOXY glossy. For this reason, please read and observe the "Praxisleitfaden für den Umgang mit Epoxidharzen" (Practical manual for dealing with epoxy resins) by BG BAU, Berufsgenossenschaft der Bauwirtschaft (Employer's liability insurance association for the construction industry) and the precautionary measures in the safety data sheets.
Application conditions

The laying results of the RAPOXY coating are highly dependent on the respective application and hardening temperatures. Therefore, please observe the following application principles:

	RAPOXY glossy

	Coating and hardening temperatures
	10°C
	20°C
	30°C

	Coating times
	70 min.
	40 min.
	25 min.

	Viscosity
	+++
	
	---


In order to avoid incorrect adhesion and defective sections, we therefore recommend that you keep the following climatic conditions constant during processing and until the coating has hardened completely (at least  3 days at 20°C):

· Air temperature
≥ 20°C

· Floor temperature
≥ 18°C (20°C recommended)

· Relative air humidity
≤ 75%

In addition, the temperature difference between the floor and the air should be less than 3°C so that the hardening process is not disturbed. If a dew point situation occurs, proper hardening cannot take place, leading to surface defects and marks.

Temperature changes in the freshly applied coats (e.g. due to sun's rays in a shop window area, or areas with air conditioning and heating systems etc.) must be prevented by taking suitable measures, particularly during the main hardening and reaction phase of 48-72 hours.
Tools

· Drill

· Agitator

· Bucket

· Tack cloths

· Rubber coater

Mixing

The RAPOXY Combi-drum (A+B) is delivered with a perfectly matched mixing ratio and is to be mixed according to the following instructions:

1. The drums must first be separated by hitting them gently with a hammer.

2. The metal rings must then be unclamped in order to open the lid.

3. The component A drum is sufficiently large to hold the whole amount (A+B). Therefore, stir component A well and then add all of component B into the component A resin drum.
4. Mix thoroughly using a slow-running mixer (max. 300 rpm) until a homogeneous, streak-free mass is produced. Please make sure that the mass at the sides and from the bottom is also thoroughly stirred in so that the hardener (component B) is evenly distributed.

5. Now tip part of the mixture into the component B drum and coat the container wall with it so that the drum (B) can harden completely, meaning that the empty drums can be disposed of without any problems.
6. After this, pour this part back into the main drum (A) and stir once more. The length of time required for mixing is at least 3 minutes.

7. Do not apply from out of the delivery drum! After mixing, pour into a clean/new container and stir again until a homogeneous, streak-free mass is produced.

Application

In order to avoid dust being trapped in the coating, we recommend that you clean the surface once again with a clean tack cloth.

Apply the prepared RAPOXY evenly using a rubber coater onto the prepared Rasch wallpaper and pull the material off carefully without leaving puddles.

The actual coating thickness is dependent on the height of the structured wallpaper. High-foamed relief wallpapers require a thicker coating than paper wallpapers. We recommend, therefore, that you use a rubber coater with 5 mm teeth and, in general, a coating application of approximately 1.5 kg/m².

Important note: Avoid temperature fluctuations and try to produce consistent surroundings from the beginning of the process until the material has hardened.
Exposure to water should be avoided during the first 2-3 days. It is only possible after this time to walk on the flooring, to place mechanical strain on it or to wet-clean it. The floor can only be cleaned using chemical agents after 7 days.

The given hardening times refer to a temperature of 20°C. Lower temperatures lengthen the application and hardening times. If the temperature is increased, these times will shorten, meaning that the material has less time to deaerate as the gelling or hardening phase commences sooner. Too little time for deaeration can lead to air bubbles and dent formation in the Newton range.

For larger surfaces, we recommend that the coating is applied by 2 or more people. Here one (or more) people lay out the material in one direction, and a second person distributes the freshly applied coating. Also ensure that you always work from wet to wet and that optimum distribution is maintained. Avoid making puddles, as this may cause blooming.

If the above-mentioned processing conditions are not adhered to, surface changes in the RAPOXY glossy coating may occur, which, however, do not greatly affect the clarity of the RAPOXY coating or the wallpaper image. Streak formation, dents in the Newton range and coater stripes are produced when the climatic processing conditions are not maintained. They are therefore not caused by the product and cannot form the basis of a claim.
4 Top seal coats for heavy use areas

· RAPOXY matt finish

· Product recommendation: the high-performance emulsion polish "Verodur"
in the RAPOXY system (available from Rasch)

4.1
RAPOXY matt finish

For a visually superior, permanently attractive floor coating look, we recommend the matt finish as a top sealing agent on RAPOXY glossy.

Application conditions

The climatic application conditions mentioned previously for RAPOXY glossy must be maintained for a further 3 days for this top sealing agent. For this coating too, the laying result is dependent on the coating and hardening temperatures.
	RAPOXY matt finish

	Coating and hardening temperatures
	10°C
	20°C
	30°C

	Coating times
	180 min.
	120 min.
	50 min.

	Viscosity
	+++
	
	---


Please also ensure that the previous, shiny RAPOXY coating has not already been contaminated. The optimum time for matt sealing is when the previous shiny RAPOXY layer is sufficiently filmed over but is not yet fully hardened through. At 20°C, this is the case at the earliest after 18 hours and at the latest after 48 hours. If the matt finish is applied at a later time, apply first to a test area to determine if sufficient adhesion is achieved. If this cannot be achieved, the flooring must first be sanded down and cleaned before the matt finish is applied.

Mixing and standing times

The 2-component RAPOXY matt finish is delivered with a perfectly matched mixing ratio and is to be mixed according to the following instructions:
1. Allow the component A drum to reach processing temperature before use. Shake it well.

2. Then pour the contents into a clean oval bucket.

3. Add component B and mix immediately. Mixing is carried out now
by machine using a slow-running mixing device (200 - 400 rpm) and should take 2 - 3 minutes until a homogeneous, streak-free mass is produced. To avoid mixing mistakes, we recommend that the resin / hardener mixture should always be put into a clean container.
4. The RAPOXY matt finish requires a maturing time of 10 minutes directly before use so that the preliminary reaction necessary for the product can take place.

5.
Then mix again in order to ensure complete homogenisation.

Application

Now apply the matt finish with a velour roller (approx. 100-150 ml/m²) in two coats at 90° to each other, avoiding overlaps. Overlapped and multiple applications can make the surface appear uneven, and stripes can form. After 2-3 days, the floor can be subjected to mechanical loads, and it can be cleaned using chemical agents after 7 days.
4.2
Product recommendation: the high-performance emulsion polish "Verodur"
in the RAPOXY system (available from Rasch)

The floor coating can only remain permanently resistant to loads and less liable to getting dirty if it is optimally cared for.

The emulsion polish "Verodur" protects long-term against mechanical loads and makes regular cleaning easier. It is worthwhile using an emulsion polish because the coating repels dirt and provides long-lasting and resistant protection. For this reason, we recommend renewing the emulsion polish application dependent on how the floor is used.
The emulsion polish cannot be applied until 7 days after the floor coating has been applied. If the floor was subjected to mechanical load after the minimum hardening of 48-72 hours, a basic clean is required before applying the emulsion polish. If this is not the case, the emulsion polish can be applied immediately. For basic cleaning, we recommend the "Veroclean" cleaning agent from Johannes Kiehl KG (also available from Rasch).
The frequency of the protective application as well as of the subsequent, regular cleaning is dependent on several factors:
· The type of use (residential room, heavily frequented building).

· Daily loads on the flooring and the amount of dirt.

· Subjective attitude to cleanliness and demands for cleanliness made by the residents or visitors.

Refer to Johannes Kiehl KG for more precise guidelines on application of the recommended cleaning agents.
5
Other guidelines

Sealing against building parts

For sealing against building parts, sealing materials based on plasticizer-free silicon or PUR are suitable. When sealing coating joints, special demands are made in addition to the adhesive capabilities and flexibility, including relating to mechanical loads, resistance to cleaning agents and water temperatures when cleaning the coating surface. The construction and design of the joints must be planned according to the expected loads. The guidelines from the respective manufacturers are also to be followed during the work.

Transition profiles

We recommend special profiles made of stainless steel as end, movement and transition profiles (e.g. to adjoining flooring systems made of textiles, ceramics, parquet and linoleum).
Protected walking zones

Please note that a sufficiently well-dimensioned protected walking zone should be installed in order to protect the flooring long-term and to lengthen the maintenance intervals.
Regular cleaning

The regular removal of dirt is not difficult using the correct cleaning agent. Short cleaning intervals are recommended if hard dirt particles such as sand or even gravel are walked in. These substances damage the floor coating and increase the ease with which the RAPOXY floor becomes dirty.
In principle, all standard cleaning agents can be used for regular cleaning. However, we particularly recommend the cleaning agent "Veriprop" from Johannes Kiehl KG, D-85235 Odelzhausen for a well-maintained floor (also available from Rasch). This neutral cleaning agent allows stripe-free cleaning without affecting the shiny visual appearance of the RAPOXY floor.
Office swivel chairs/furniture castors

RAPOXY is classed as a hard coating. For this reason, soft chair castors must be used. In European regions, these castors can be identified by their two-colour design.

6
FAQs

What can cause bubbles or seam openings in the wallpaper?

When using the penetrating primer LF, which is often applied undiluted, the surface is too severely blocked for wallpaper work (often, the application using a ceiling brush or roll leads to primer overlaps). For this reason, the paste cannot penetrate as well into the surface, and cannot adhere to it sufficiently (initial adhesion).

The initial adhesion proves insufficient, thus increasing the risk of seam openings and even bubbles.

Therefore, a wallpaper primer should always be used for papering work, as this, in contrast to penetrating primer LF, contains smaller components which penetrate deeper into the surface (capillary effect). The wallpaper primer does not remain on the subsurface, thus acting as a barrier, but rather maintains the absorption capabilities of the surface.
The use of emulsion also blocks off the surface too severely. The paste applied cannot penetrate sufficiently into the subsurface and develop sufficient adhesive capacity. Here there is a risk of extreme blistering (even with non-woven wallcoverings). Seam openings can occur even weeks afterwards.

For this reason, a sufficiently absorbent surface is of vital importance for wallpapering success!
What do I do if I have applied too much RAPOXY onto the floor?

In general, the amount of RAPOXY must be applied in a targeted manner, as only then can a 100% surface structure be guaranteed. If, however, you have applied too much RAPOXY, you must work the RAPOXY mass into the available surface or even remove it carefully using a coater.

What do I do if I have RAPOXY remaining in the can?

Leave it to harden and then dispose of it together with the can.

Why is the resin not hardening through - and, if this is the case, how do I remove this sticky mass from the floor?

If both the product components are not mixed together carefully, or if the climatic conditions are not precisely maintained, this can disrupt the reaction or hardening processes.
If this is not the case, you have to trowel out the rough mass from the floor, strew sand on it, mix it and dispose of it entirely once it has hardened.

What can I do if something has inadvertently fallen into the sticky RAPOXY surface?
If you have direct access to this flooring area without damaging or stepping on it and you are still within the application time of 40 minutes (at 20°C), the foreign object can be removed from the RAPOXY. The nearer you get to the 40-minute limit, however, the higher the probability that the surface retains errors, as the RAPOXY does not have sufficient time to deaerate, which can lead to process disruptions and the formation of dents mentioned above.
Do I have to remove the surface completely if I want to change the wallpaper?
No, it isn't necessary to remove the RAPOXY floor. Just sand down the floor, re-apply a wallpaper primer and then apply your new wallpaper. However, please continue to observe the above-mentioned surface prerequisites such as, for example, cleanliness.
How do I remove the RAPOXY flooring system without damaging the surface and retaining the original condition of the floor?
By loosening a section using a chisel, attaching it to a stripper and pulling off the coating. Pull off the wallpaper as usual using a wallpaper remover and remove paste residues by sanding them down. If damage is, however, caused to the surface, the floor will have to be filled in places in order to apply a new floor.

These guidelines are produced to advise you to the best of our knowledge based on our tests and experience. Our guidelines are for your information. If the application conditions are not maintained, deviations in the technical characteristics of the end product can occur. Rasch cannot be held liable for any breakage zones and/or breakage zone displacements below the effective area of the coating materials used, unless the user has expressed concerns about the implementation of the services.
We cannot guarantee the laying result in individual cases due to the diversity of application possibilities and the storage and processing conditions which are outside our influence. Sufficient tests must be carried out by the user.
Once this new brochure has been published, any previous information becomes invalid.
Tapetenfabrik Gebr. Rasch GmbH & Co. KG, Version 01-2009









� Except for semi-finished products


� Recommended by the ÖTI – Institut für Ökologie, Technik und Innovation (Institute for Ecology, Technology and Innovation)
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